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luke 18:1-8 “Justice”

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  Our Lord Jesus has a word of instruction for you who have been baptized into His death and resurrection, for you who have been called to be His disciples.  The word of instruction is, “Pray always for justice and do not be discouraged.”  


I am quite sure you are aware of the presence of evil and injustice in this world, unless you are completely blind and naive to the world around you or perhaps you are not flesh and blood.  There is plenty of evil and injustice to go around here in the United States of America where liberty and justice are supposed to be for all.  The greatest evil and injustice in America today is the murder of our unborn children through abortion.


According to AGI, the research wing of Planned Parenthood which is the world’s number one abortion provider there were 1.2 million abortions in the United States in 2005 (http://www.abort73.com/abortion_facts/us_abortion_statistics/).  1.2 million babies , human beings, slaughtered for one or a combination of three reasons: 3/4 of women say having a baby would interfere with work, school, or other responsibilities; 3/4 say they can not afford a child; and 1/2 say they do not want to be a single parent or are having trouble with their husband or partner (see link above).  The legal sanction of the murder of our unborn children is the greatest evil and injustice in America today.  Providing equal protection under the law for the unborn human being is the greatest civil rights issue our nation faces today!  


Other evils and injustices exist today in America, the elderly are abused and the poor, widow, and orphan often ignored.  People lie, cheat, steal, and murder all for the love of money and power.  The guilty go unpunished and sometimes the innocent are wrongly harassed and imprisoned.  Our Lord would have us pray to God for justice and promote the rule of law in this country, which curbs the evil and injustice in our nation.  We are to pray for justice and protect the defenseless, the least among us, in America without being discouraged trusting that in the end our Lord and God shall return to bring justice.   


Christians in particular suffer evil and injustice for the sake of belonging to Christ and following after Him.  In many nations around the world the rule of law does not protect Christians from suffering violence for the sake of Christ.  Our brothers and sisters in Christ are stolen from, beaten, tortured, imprisoned, and killed for daring to confess Jesus Christ crucified and risen for the forgiveness of sins.  


At the present time Voice of the Martyrs, an interdenominational Christian ministry, which is dedicated to serving the persecuted Church, lists 53 restricted nations (this includes countries where government policy or practice prevents Christians from obtaining Bibles or other Christian literature. Also included are countries where government-sanctioned circumstances or anti-Christian laws lead to Christians being harassed, imprisoned, killed or deprived of possessions or liberties because of their witness. See http://www.persecution.com/).  Voice of the Martyrs was found in 1967 by a Romanian Lutheran Pastor who suffered persecution under the former Communist state; he was nabbed by the secret police and spent a total of 13 years in prison, where he was tortured.  


The Church of Christ throughout the world continues to suffer persecution, evil, and injustice from the hands of men who are deceived and led along by the evil one.  Christ our Lord calls us to pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters in Christ and to aid them as we are able; we are to pray for their steadfastness, that they may give a bold witness of Christ to their persecutors, and that those imprisoned by the lies of the devil may be set free by the Gospel of Christ.  


Luke 18:1-8 records the instruction of the Lord for you His called and chosen disciples.  1 And He began to speak a parable to them toward the end that it is necessary for them to always pray and not to become discouraged, 2 saying, “A certain judge was in a certain city, he did not fear God and he did not respect man.  3 But a widow was in that city and she kept coming toward him saying, ‘Give justice to me from my adversary.’  4 And for a time he was not willing.  But after these he said in himself, ‘if also I do not fear God nor do I respect man, also on account of the present trouble from this widow I will give justice to her, lest she wear me out in the end by her continual coming.’”  6 And the Lord said, “Hear what the judge of unrighteousness says; 7 but will not God do justice for His elect who are crying out to Him day and night, and will He endure long over them?  8 I say to you that He shall give justice to them quickly.  Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, then will He find faith upon the earth?”


Jesus teaches that you are to pray always and not be discouraged; you are to pray to God for justice.  Why?  Because your Lord and my Lord has said so.  Christ Jesus is the Lord and you are not; we are not free to ignore His Word and instruction as if it is a mere suggestion, that matters not one way or the other.  We belong to Christ, purchased by His blood, to serve His will.  Why pray and not be discouraged?  Because, you are His elect, chosen ones, to whom the promise of justice to come has been given; Christ Jesus called and chose you to be His in Baptism.  Why pray and not be discouraged?  Because this is the response of faith to God’s Word and promise.


Yet it is so easy for us not to pray and all too easy for us to be discouraged.  The evil one tempts us according to the weakness of our flesh; he lies to us about God and distracts us from His Word.  The deceiver says, “You have no time to pray, there are more important things to do right now” or “Why bother praying, God doesn’t really hear your prayers, He has other things to do” or “Obviously God does not really love you or want you, that is why you are suffering, that is why there is no end in sight” or “Maybe God can’t do what He has promised, that is why justice seems long in coming” or “Perhaps God is a liar, He never intended to give you the justice He promised in the first place.”  Have you heard theses lies?  Have you believed them?


God is not a liar, your adversary the devil is a liar.  God is faithful, justice, and powerful to keep His promises.  God hears all your prayers through Christ Jesus and answers according to His good will.  God is not like the judge of unrighteousness in the parable who is unwilling for a time to give the poor widow justice but relents later so that he is not worn out by her constant cries for justice.  God in fact is the judge of righteousness who desires to do justice for the sake of His elect, for the sake of His chosen ones in Christ; 7 but will not God do justice for His elect who are crying out to Him day and night, and will He endure long over them?  8 I say to you that He shall give justice to them quickly.  Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, then will He find faith upon the earth?”

For the sake of Christ, God has a favorable attitude toward you; He wants to give you the justice He has promised, the justice He has instructed you to pray for.  The question is do you believe this?  The question is will you pray always and not be discouraged seeking the Lord’s promised justice or will you prove faithless?  


Jesus put the faithfulness of God to the test in verse 7 by asking 7 but will not God do justice for His elect who are crying out to Him day and night, and will He endure long over them?  And Jesus, Himself, faithfully completed the test in His death and resurrection.  God justly condemned our sin, evil, and injustice in the body of His Son Jesus Christ upon the cross and raised Him on the third day to secure justice and everlasting life for those who believe in Him.  St. Paul writes of this, “...Jesus Christ our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” (Romans 4:25).  Jesus revealed to His disciples beforehand that this was God’s divine plan of justice for the world when He said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Luke 9:22).  


In His resurrection Jesus told His first disciples, “These are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations,” (Luke 24:44-47).  By these words of Jesus we known that God’s first promise to deal with evil and injustice through the Seed of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent in Genesis 3:15 was fulfilled.   By these words of Jesus we know that Isaiah’s prophecies of the Suffering Servant have been fulfilled, “But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).  


God’s justice has come in the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus and God’s justice in Christ has come also to you.  God did justice to you by killing you and making you new as you were baptized into the death and resurrection of Christ.  Through Baptism Christ has called you to daily die to your sinful flesh and live the new life of faith by the Holy Spirit, which He has given you.  Christ has freed you from sin and promised you that the same Holy Spirit who has granted you new life by faith shall even raise your body to new and everlasting life!  Christ has promised that you shall have a body free from sin, free from suffering the temptations of the devil, and free from death. Christ has promised that you shall live in a new heavens and a new earth having eternal communion with God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  


God’s justice has come in the death and resurrection of Christ.  God’s justice has come to you in Baptism.  And yet God’s justice is coming for all the elect, His chosen ones who believe, on the Last Day.  On the Last Day God’s promised justice shall be complete.  Evil and injustice, sin and death, shall come to and end and a new creation shall endure.  It is in light of all this that our Lord Jesus Christ instructs us to pray for justice always and not be discouraged.  Christ has won the victory!  Justice has been done and is sure to come!  Therefore believe in Christ, trust His Word, and pray always and do not be discouraged; for Christ is coming again to judge the living and the dead, to bring the justice of God, to raise all who believe in Him to life everlasting Amen!  
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